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Rosebery was now the accredited champion of
national claims. His Edinburgh friend, Professor
Donaldson, wrote (October 6th):

" You can scarcely have an idea how strong the affection
of the Scottish people for you is. In all political and very
many social gatherings you are the first they think of, and
when you refuse, as in many cases you must, there is genuine
vexation and grief,"

This autumn witnessed his Rectorial Address at
Aberdeen and his election as Lord Rector of Edin-
burgh University, which are noticed separately. The
latter was followed by the foundation of a Rosebery
Club, on the model of the Glasgow Gladstone Club,
at the suggestion of an intimate Edinburgh friend,
Sheriff Holmes Ivory. But his sympathy was not
limited to the high academic field. He liberally
supported the fund for boys attending the Watt
School of Art through the medium of the Edinburgh
Trades Council. On the political side he presided
at the Edinburgh banquet to Mr. W. P. Adam, who,
as Chief Whip, had been the Carnot of the Liberal
victory, and was just appointed Governor of Madras
(November 2nd).

In the Life of Gladstone (bk. viii, ch. i) Lord
Morley sets forth convincingly the elements of dis-
ruption inherent in the powerful and representative
Government which met Parliament in 1880. In the
spring of 1881 the prospect of Irish land legislation
drove the Duke of Argyll from the office of Lord Privy
SeaL Rosebery, as we have seen, had not been
available for the Indian Under-Secretaryship when
Lansdowne resigned it, but a fresh shuffle of the
cards might now find him a fitting post. Harcourt,
genuinely anxious to secure this valuable recruit,
again approached Gladstone at Easter. He had been
staying at the Durdans, and wrote :

" Rosebery says he did not expect to be appointed, though
that I consider is not quite an accurate view of the matter."